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Identify national football team fans’ coping strategies against the
team identity threat

Abed Mahmoudian™, Saeed Sadeghi Boroujerdi?, Bradley J. Baker®

1 Ph.D Student of Sport ABSTRACT
management, Kurdistan University The present study aimed to identify national football team fans’ coping
?LK”rd'Sta”'Sa”a”daJ' Iran strategies against the team identity threat. The method was qualitative
refoser of Sport management, . . . . .
Kurdistan University of Kurdistan, research in the form of content analysis and the statistical population
Sanandaj, Iran. included national team fans who followed the Football Federation's
® Assistance Prefoser of Sport. Instagram Page. Sampling was done purposefully and through in-depth
L”;rl‘:g:{”ﬁlm LTJES'RF"G University, interviews with 16 participants until theoretical saturation. Coding technique
phia, ‘ and NVivo software were used to analyze the data. The results showed
Correspondence national team fans’ coping strategies inclue two main themes: emotion-

Abed Mahmoudian

Email: a.mahmoudian@uok.ac.ir oriented and problem-oriented strategies and six sub-themes: distance from

the team, reinforcement, past success and achievements, intra-group
prejudice, optimism for the future, destructive behavior and explosion. The
results have provided important applications in both theoretical and practical
parts. On the one hand, this is the first study on national team fans’ coping
strategies against the team identity threat and it has partially bridged the huge
gap in this field in domestic and foreign research. On the other hand, it
provides a coherent view and a full understanding of national football team
fans’ coping strategies and a wide range of necessary measures to better
manage these strategies.
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Slgp Ol Ow G P Sblgr Ol oW G eU
Yo U™ ay 30 O Y. Ol \rd 350 .Sl
A gl Y o B b GErb el A 30 S.p
\& Olden vy 30 1) g A S5y Ol \At O o0
A OB 5oy Yv 30 3.8 A olesS IR 30 <.
¥ Rby WA 2y 4 v Qlizol g Glivgw N0 o3 &P
A Glaw Yo 5 S A Sl VA 3y .
A ohysle ¥ 30 o Y. Ol ) AR 30 &0
s e YA O oS 3 oMS ) S0 o

W9 Ol sl 295 SV gio 5353 ¢ Byne Ll jl a8
sl ol eyt ale S s auld &S bl
SISl Colg B s IS5 )l 5 byl (51358
Slaggede qalie ypon (2l LS (glals oz
adgl (I8N o> Gyl bl Cunddy Juol prolide g (£
8 colian B 3 Lol 4y oylsl leds o sy 8,8 s o b
SRSy 9 08y by S jleliul b Lol ppebiae Coles 3
Jote b @ (28 g ol el ol o B s 1SS bl
ol sy Y IS5 40 o)lods Jodo JIV 0yless

b o0)S baslas b)bas uled 4 pldl giow Il

Cogr s kulyd g Jelgs plnp (lablie gla o3l
> JolS jobts |, dnlan 5 oM i oyblen oas
Ay el Glgiee ) Jdos g wpos jl dlspe ol S
SeddMe Jol alag > i |pj VAY (Jou)S) <85
ooy e 5 Sy |y oSS ,s bl b cud
N rSone & vl gl |y oo haggy ©Y¥lgw
(Y0 o) 5,0y gudss AT )3 45 (o5 LiSu s gl (el
aslis U ol 0ad (o a8 sl pU g lgie S sl

1. Creswell



\a4

Il Jgs e s olyblsn clablio slags ol b ()55 Y Jgoa
Table 2. Open coding of Iranian national football team fans' coping strategies
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Table 3. Axial coding of coping strategies of Iran national football team fans
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Table 4. Selective coding of coping strategies of Iran national football team fans
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Table 5. The final classification of coping strategies of fans of Iran national football team
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Figure 1. Extractive model of coping strategies of Iran national football team fans
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